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More  boys  turned  down  for  military  service. 
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More  mothers  dying  in  child  birth.  |  '  Ho  K 


More  infant  deaths.  '  |_Ui S,,D£rARTr' ~'M  APICULTURE 

More  deaths  from  diphtheria. . .malaria. . .pellagra. . .pneumonia  and  influenza. 
Not  a  pretty  picture .. .but  that's  how  the  health  of  the  farm  people  of  this 
country  comperes  with  the  health  of  city  people. 
And  the  farm  people  are  deeply  concerned. 

Economists  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  asked  farmers  what 
they  thought  could  be  done.    The  economists  interviewed  farmers  in  32  widely-scat- 
tered counties  in  the  United  States. 

More  public  clinics  in  rural  areas  would  help.    That's  the  answer  four  out 
of  five  of  the  farmers  gave.    More  clinics -they  said-would  mean  better  facilities 
for  treatment  and  medical  care.    More  clinics  would  mean  more  doctors  and  nurses 
in  the  community  too.    The  farmers  made  it  clear  that  they  want  the  clinics  located 
in  the  rural  communities  where  they  are  so  urgently  needed. 

And  the  farmers  think  that  now  is  a  good  time  to  establish  a  clinic  or  a 
health  center  or  a  hospital.    Alert  communities  will  be  able  to  get  surplus,  hospi - 
tal  equipment  as  it's  released  by  the  government. 

Uncle  Sam  has  surplus  surgical  instruments,  bedding,  beds,  dishes,  X-rays, 
incubators,  diagnostic  and  sterilizing  equipment,  mobile  medical  and  dental  units, 
operating  tables  and  everything  else  hospitals  and  health  centers  use. 

This  equipment  will  be  sold  by  the  government  in  amounts  to  equip  the  size 
hospital  or  health  center  the  community  needs. 
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Ono  problem  the  farmers  face  is  how  to  finance  the  health  center  or  hospital 

their  community  needs. 

Footing  the  bill  for  sickness  in  the  family  is  a  serious  matter  with,  many  farm 
families.    To  pay  a  hill  of  $500  for  an  illness  means  a  lowering  of  the  family's 
standard  of  living.    That's  what  half  of  the  farmers  told  the  interviewers. 

Many  farmers  helieve  a  pre-payment  plan  to  cover  the  costs  of  illness  is  the 
answer.    They'd  like  to  take  part  in  a  plan  that  would  pay  both  hospital  bills  and 
the  costs  of  the  doctors  and  nurses  services.    Over  three-fourths  of  the  farmers 
said  they  would  like  some  pre-payment  plan. 

So  that's  how  farm  families  view  their  health  needs.    They'd  like  to  see  a 
well-staffed  and  well  equipped  hospital  in  their  community.    And  they  would  like 
to  devise  some  pre-payment  plan  so  they  could  afford  to  use  the  facilities. 
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